In the Lumleian Lectures Sir R. Douglas Powell lays down a general broad rule in regard to tlie treatment of acute inflammatory diseases of the heart, which, while true enough to be of great use in daily practice, must be taken as it was given, namely, as applying to the general run, and not to those exceptional cases, the early recognition of which is the highest proof of the acumen of the physician. Still, broad, safe rules have their uses.
What Sir Douglas Powell says is to this effect:
The general line of treatment of acute inflammatory diseases of the heart is the same in the vast majority of cases.
We might, after recognising the presence of heart disease, so far as treatment is concerned, keep our stethoscopes in our pockets, for we have chiefly to consider the fundamental complaint of which the cardiac affection is in most cases a part, and this disease is, in the majority of cases, rheumatism. From the heart point of view the right treatment of rheumatism is absolute rest in bed in woollen wx-appings, a free relief of the bowels, and the administration of 
